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OPPORTUNITIES

Connecting Youth 
with Nature and 

Angling 



From July 8th to August 2nd   SVSFE hosted their 12th annual 
Fish Camp. Since 2022 SVSFE has hosted day fishing trips 
which has been extremely successful. Traditionally camp was 
a 5-day overnight camp (2011-2019). Since 2022 camp has 
consisted of day trips to two different destinations over a 4-
week period. In total, 2024 Fish Camp facilitated 88 different 
kids (ages 9-14), with most experiencing angling 
opportunities at two different angling destinations. 
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The two destinations included The Red Deer River, and Wellman Lake. The Red Deer River is a shore fishing destination 

with target species being freshwater drum, bullhead, walleye, perch, carp, and goldeye. At Wellman Lake the 

kids fish from boats with target species being walleye, pike, smallmouth bass, and perch. 

DESTINATIONSFishing 

# Red Deer River # Wellman Lake# Red Deer River





Educational topics covered each day include all the aspects of sport fishing. These include: proper fish handling, 
general fish behavior, fish ecology and seasonal movements, fish anatomy, fish biology, proper catch and release techniques, 

boat and outdoor safety, knot tying, fishing regulations, fishing ethics, and of course fishing techniques/presentation/lure selection. 

KNOWLEDGESharing





CATCHThe BIG 

In total, 587 fish were landed. At The Red Deer River, a total of 259 drum (37 Master Anglers), 95 walleye, 2 bullhead (1 MA), 2 MA 

carp, 7 suckers (2 MAs) and 12 perch were caught. At Wellman Lake, a total of 100 pike, 69 bass (2 MAs) and 41 walleye were 

caught. When a Master Angler was caught, kids and their parents were shown the process of registering their fish through Travel 

Manitoba’s Master Angler Program. Overall, the eagerness, willingness to learn, and excitement from the kids was hands down the 

most rewarding part of the program.





Camp

First, and most importantly thank you to the Fish and Wildlife Enhancement Fund and The Manitoba Government. Without their 

support this program would not be possible. Also, a huge thanks to The Swan Valley Credit Union, the Swan Valley Community 

Foundation, and the Paul Olenick Memorial Fund for providing funds to assist with Fish Camp. A big shout out to all the businesses 

and volunteers who helped in various ways including: The Elbert Chartrand Friendship Centre,  Mils Grill, Wellman Lake Lodge, 734 

Inc, The Star & Times, Len Thompson, SLWD, Sticky’s Bait & Tackle, Mitch’s Crawlers, Northern Lites Baits, Swan Title Loans, MB 

Wildfire Service, Westwood Inn, Valley Water, Matt Black, Bruce & Ursula Taylor, Duane Fleming, Elgin Barnett, Sheldon Branconnier, 

Jason Villeneuve, Tyler Ashcroft, Tammy & Darren Webster, Norm Bruce, Brian Woloshyn, Todd Yakielashek and Phil Yakielashek. 

SUPPORTERS





PUBLICATIONS

Program

In order to share the word about Fish Camp, a variety 

of media was utilized. SVSFE promoted the day 

camps on the SVSFE website, The Star and Times 

(newspaper), SVSFE’s Facebook page, member group-

chats, parent emails, and through newsletters that 

were available digitally and distributed to 350+ 

guests at the SVSFE Fish Supper Fundraiser in May. 

Posters were also distributed to the Elbert Chartrand 

Friendship Centre (ECFC), and schools within the 

Swan Valley School Division and shared on their 

social media. 

Success of the program was shared with the 

community through  posts on Facebook, multiple 

newspaper articles, and word of mouth from those 

who attended. It didn’t take long for news to spread 

and camp spaces to fill up.  



Program 
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Program

• “Thanks for taking my goofball son fishing today! He had a blast! You guys are awesome!!” – Aaron (Parent) 

• ”That’s awesome man thanks for doing this my kids love it! Tell Holly Thank you too” – Jeremy (Parent)

• “Thank you the boys had such an amazing day” DeeDee (Parent)

• “Yes!!! I heard alllll about it! A chatty child with fish stories = lots and lots of talking about it lol. Thanks for the pics” – 

Treena (Parent)

FEEDBACK



Program

• “He had a blast all the days, You and Brock do a great job, Thanks again!” – Kelly (Parent)

• “Thank you so much! This camp is Jacob’s only chance to fish and he just loves it!” – Fauna (Parent)

• “Keaton had an awesome time – thank you for all your time and efforts” – Kassi (Parent)

• “5 Stars!!!, great communication, great program, and always appreciate seeing the pictures of everyone’s catch. You 

do an awesome job! Thank you again! There’s a reason it fills up so quickly! The kids just love it! – Becky (Parent)

FEEDBACK



Program

• “First year for Jaxson and he will definitely be back. He enjoyed every second of it. Thanks so much” – Jordan (Parent)

• “This is such a great opportunity for the kids to learn about fishing and he can’t wait to go again next year. My 

daughter is looking forward to going once she’s old enough also! Job well done! – Lindsay (Parent)

• “I have nothing but good things to say about this program and I’ve heard nothing but good things. You guys go above 

and beyond with this. Regan will be aged out now, so my only wish is there would be a few teen aged days. I would 

pay for a program like this! He has had such a blast and has learned so much” – Chantelle (Parent)

FEEDBACK



Program

• “This is a fantastic program. We are vey appreciative that this is available in our community” – Lynn (Parent)

• “The Buchanan kids had a blast! All positive, everything about both days. They’ve even convinced their younger 9 

year old sister that next year is a must… looks like I have to register earlier! Thanks again. What an amazing 

opportunity you are giving to our valley’s young anglers” – Melissa (Parent)

FEEDBACK



“Thank you so much that Severyn had chance to attend Fishing camp. It was amazing.

He got a lot of positive experience, he caught Master Angler and we registered it. Also thank you for the 

gifts. It’s very nice. Thank you for making our kids happy” – Tanya (Parent)

Program

FEEDBACK



“You are great people and I am looking forward to attending the camp next year” – Severyn (Camper)

“Keep up the great work hosting these kids. Such a great opportunity to learn tips and tricks and create enjoyment for fishing”

- Nicole (Parent)

Program

FEEDBACK



“Thanks for your hard work and interest in teaching young people angling and taking care of the environment”

Stan Anderson (community member)

Program

FEEDBACK



“Fabulous program guys and thanks for all your hard work” – Cheryl Dahl (SVSFE Director)

Program

FEEDBACK



“Love the idea of the tub under the measuring board. Sure helps to protect the fish” – Duane Whyte (SVSFE Director)

Program

FEEDBACK



ESCAPE

First, but most importantly, when hosting a program of this nature 

organizers require the ability to adapt. Weather conditions, angling 

quality and the age/personalities of youth change each day. Camp 

coordinators improvise daily – as the conditions change fishing 

quality, and new personalities bring new challenges. It is imperative 

that coordinators tailor to the children's skills and interests daily to 

make the day more enjoyable for all. By doing this these young 

anglers were able to stay engaged and experience a variety of 

opportunities.  

As Fish Camp continues each year so does demand and popularity, 

and with that comes increased registration. In 2024 we were able to 

send out reminder emails the days prior to ensure kids registered 

didn’t cancel last minute. Last minute cancellations are problematic 

because there is often kids on the waiting list that could’ve attended 

with some advanced notice. For this reason, we recommend that 

continuing with daily reminders as part of the operation procedure. 

Furthermore, due to demand we were also forced to increase daily 

capacity on a few occasions to ensure no kids missed out on Fish 

Camp. This included finding more boats/volunteers to accommodate. 

In future, it would be advisable to have contingency plans and other 

volunteers lined up prior to registration as there is a good chance 

registration and popularity of the program will continue to grow. 

Lessons LEARNT



CONCLUSION
It is with great pleasure that SVSFE can report on the 

completion of this very popular program. The appreciation 

from the children, their parents, and the community was 

overwhelming. With every day we adapted and learned to 

make the program more enjoyable and efficient. SVSFE 

hopes to continue providing youth with the unique 

opportunity for years to come. 
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