
Stewards of the 
Future 

“Giving Fish a 
Helping Hand” 

SVSFE’s Fisheries  Education Program 



Program Summary 

Stewards of the Future was a two month program designed to 

educate elementary students within the Swan Valley School 

Division on the conservation of fisheries; including preserving 

and improving habitat for game fish species.  The program 

included introducing fish in the classroom.  The presence of 

the fish inspired students to relate  all learning concepts to fish 

within their environment.  

 

 

 



Tank Set-up 

Tanks and equipment were provided for each 
school in October and set up either in the 
classroom or in an area where everyone could 
enjoy the fish. Students were shown how to care 
for the fish by daily feeding and cleaning the 
tank weekly or bi weekly. They also monitored 
and recorded water temperature, fish behavior 
and water quality. All students had the 
opportunity to participate and did a great job! 

Tanks supplied by  
Tru Hardware 



A e r a t o r  –  u s e d  t o  a e r a t e  a n d  f i l t e r  t h e  w a t e r  

F i l t e r  
u s e d  t o  H E L P  k e e p  t h e  w a t e r  c l e a n  

P l a n t  &  R o c k  
I m i t a t e s  v e g e t a t i o n  &  

s u b s t r a t e  i n  a   
n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  

Tank Information for students 



Daily Checklist for students 



Rainbow Trout 

Rainbow Trout and fish food 
were donated by the Whiteshell 

Hatchery.   

t h e y  e a t . .  
c r u s t a c e a n s ,  i n s e c t s ,  s m a l l e r  f i s h  



OUR FISH 

Guppy 

Truite 

Neon 

Sponge 

Ecole fish enjoyed a slightly larger habitat as this tank was one of SVSFE`s tanks from 
previous introductions of trout in the school. With the larger tank the students here 
received four trout to  raise.  

If you didn’t 
know , that’s 

French for 
trout 



OUR FISH 

Rocky 

Rocky is  a solitary trout and likes to hang out by himself. He also has the tendency to 
eat the rocks along the bottom of the tank. Hence the name Rocky!   

R
o
c
k
y 
#
2 



Jerry or Billy   

OUR FISH 

Taylor School 
have two classes in 
the grade 5 level, 
therefore each 

class was given the 
opportunity to 
name their fish 
and these trout 
were honored   

with two names. 

Stewart or Bobby  



OUR FISH 

Nemo 

Jimmy Bob Kennel  

This class took to their fish instantly and 
always put the extra effort to keeping the 
tank clean and fish happy 



OUR FISH 

Tub Tub and Chub Chub were enjoyed by the 
entire Benito School as they were located in 
the front hallway.  Thanks to the large tank 

donated by the Benito School these guys grew 
to be the biggest fish in the program 

Tub Tub 

Chub Chub 



OUR FISH 

Bubbles #2 
Birch River’s class had two 
very eager students which 

took an extra special liking to 
their fish. These boys took on 

the responsibility of 
organizing feeding and tank 
care throughout the year. 

Great job boys! 



OUR FISH 

Tika Lois Bowsman 

Special consideration and efforts were made for Bowsman School students as there 
are no fish aloud in the school due to allergies. To ensure the students would receive 

the same experience as everyone else, SVSFE technicians arranged for the fish and 
lessons to be held at the Bowsman Parkland Library. Students were able to  walk over 

twice a week to care for the fish and for weekly lessons. 



LESSON OUTLINE 

Lesson #1 – Introduction 
Lesson #2 – Fish Anatomy 
Lesson #3 – Fish Life Cycle & Habitat 
Lesson #4 – Fishing & Our Community  
Lesson #5 – Angler Responsibility 
Lesson #6 – Fisheries Research 
Lesson #7 – Ice Fishing Field Trip 
Lesson #8 – Wind up & Fish Jeopardy 



Water 

LESSON #1 - INTRO   

The lesson started off with introductions of technicians 
Holly & Melissa and each student shared their name and what 
they enjoyed about fishing. This was followed by a review of 

their “All about Your Fish” Assignment explaining their 
experiences with their fish and tank care  

 
 
 
 

Food 
Shelter 

 
The lesson also covered the 

FOUR BASICS THINGS A FISH 
NEEDS TO SURVIVE and how 

this related to the  cared of 
their fish.  

 



The lesson finished 
off with the fish 
receiving a tank 
upgrade.   
Students created 
habitat backdrops 
for the tanks 
keeping in mind the 
four basic needs. 
 

LESSON #1 - INTRO   



LESSON #1 - INTRO   

Students partnered up  to 
create the backdrops 



LESSON #2 – FISH ANATOMY  

Lesson #2 started off with reviewing the classification of 
living things, followed by external anatomy, internal 
anatomy, scales, coloration and more  
 



EXTERNAL ANATOMY 

Students learnt each fin has a different name and they now understand how they are 
used to maintain position, move, steer and stop. 

Adipose Fin 
Dorsal Fin 

Pelvic Fin 
PectoralFin 

DORSAL SIDE 

VENTRAL SIDE 

19 

Barbels 

LESSON #2 – FISH ANATOMY  



20 

INTERNAL ANATOMY 

LESSON #2 – FISH ANATOMY  

Students learnt about 
the different organs and 

their functions. 



Once the students understood the fish’s anatomy they then 
used the “Key to Manitoba Fish Species” provided by MB 
Fisheries to identify different species found in Manitoba. 
Using this key demonstrated how important it is to know the 
fish’s anatomy when identifying fish species and families.  
 

LESSON #2 – FISH ANATOMY  



Lesson 2 ended with the students 
creating their own fish. When 

designing their fish they had to use 
their new knowledge and explain why 
they chose certain fins, mouths and 

body parts and where their fish 
would live. 

 

LESSON #2 – FISH ANATOMY  



CREATE 
YOUR 

OWN FISH 

LESSON #2 – FISH ANATOMY  



LESSON #2 – FISH ANATOMY  

 
The sky was the limit and the 

students really used their 
imagination 

 



LESSON #3 – FISH LIFE CYCLE & HABITAT 

In lesson #3 students were introduced to the fish’s 
l ife cycle. Spawning was something new to many 
students and understanding the importance and 

impact it plays in the fish’s life cycle was a valuable 
piece of information our “Stewards” will take into 

the future. 
 



LESSON #3 – FISH LIFE CYCLE & HABITAT 

Thanks to Trout 
Unlimited Canada & USA 
the students enjoyed an 

exciting movie on the life 
of a Rainbow Trout.  
“The Way of a Trout” 

filmed in 1969, was both 
action filled and comical.  

The students enjoyed 
watching the trout 

develop from an egg to an 
adult and seeing all the 

challenges within a fish’s 
l ife.  

 



The students will never 
forget our habitat game 
at the end of lesson #3. 
This game helped tie in 
the importance of fish 

habitat within all stages 
of their life cycle. 

Students were required 
to match a fish’s needs 

with it’s 
habitat….students being 
the fish or habitat lined 
up on either side of the 

class. If you didn’t match 
….you didn’t survive!  

 

LESSON #3 – FISH LIFE CYCLE & HABITAT 



LESSON #4 – FISHING IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Lesson #4, Fishing in Our Community, was a key component in the program  
because of the significant history of fishing in Manitoba. This lesson 

covered the history, management and importance of domestic, commercial 
and recreational fishing   

1860 

1865 

1870 

1875 

1880 

1885 

Timeline 



LESSON #4 – FISHING IN OUR COMMUNITY 

The lesson wrapped up with a discussion on what we can do to make a difference in 
conserving fisheries and how fishing practices have changed over time. The students then  
created a message board to their community expressing why fishing is important to them 
and what they can do to make a difference  



LESSON #4 – FISHING IN OUR COMMUNITY 



LESSON #4 – FISHING IN OUR COMMUNITY 



LESSON #4 – FISHING IN OUR COMMUNITY 



LESSON #4 – FISHING IN OUR COMMUNITY 



LESSON #4 – FISHING IN OUR COMMUNITY 



LESSON #4 – FISHING IN OUR COMMUNITY 



LESSON #4 – FISHING IN OUR COMMUNITY 



LESSON #4 – FISHING IN OUR COMMUNITY 



LESSON #5 – ANGLER RESPOSIBILITIES 

During this lesson  
students had the opportunity to meet some 
of our local enforcement. Our quest 
speakers, NRO’s Jamie Ayers and Blake 
Patterson from MB Conservation, informed 
the kids on how to use the Manitoba 
Anglers’ Guide. This was a beneficial 
activity as it is sometimes even confusing 
for adults.   



LESSON #5 – ANGLER RESPOSIBILITY 

Other 
material 
covered 

included:   



LESSON #5 – ANGLER RESPOSIBILITY 

The lesson 
finished off 

with the 
students 
receiving 

home made 
ice fishing 
rods. They 
also learnt 

how to tie a 
hook onto 
their line  



LESSON #5 – ANGLER RESPOSIBILITY 



LESSON #6 – FISHERIES RESEARCH 

During lesson #6 students had the 
chance to put all their fisheries 

knowledge towards understanding the 
BIG PICTURE and why research is 

necessary. Technicians explained how 
SVSFE works closely with the Fisheries 
Branch in efforts to manage the local 

fisheries 

Reviewing the importance and benefits 
of the Fisheries Enhancement  Fund was 

also included in the lesson. These 
students are the future and for them 
to understand and spread the message 
of fisheries conservation is essential  



LESSON #6 – FISHERIES RESEARCH 

Students enjoyed a casual discussion about the different methods used for sampling 
the health and conditions of our local fisheries  



LESSON #6 – FISHERIES RESEARCH 

Methods       
reviewed      
included: 



LESSON #6 – FISHERIES RESEARCH 



Students learnt how THEY can help manage the fisheries?  

All this information is used  in stocking our local lakes.  

LESSON #6 – FISHERIES RESEARCH 



 Students, with their homemade rods in hand and fish 
regulation knowledge in mind, enjoyed a fun fishing 

experience at our local lakes 

LESSON #7 – (not really a lesson!)  WE WENT ICE FISHING!!!!  

The day did have some educational factors with an ice 
safety review and sampling & tagging of fish caught 

during the day 



LESSON #7 – (not really a lesson!)  WE WENT ICE FISHING!!!!  

 Birch River, Bowsman & Ecole 
Swan River South Schools 

experienced a beautiful day at 
Whitefish lake.  



LESSON #7 – (not really a lesson!)  WE WENT ICE FISHING!!!!  

 Minitonas and Benito School took their 
f ishing tr ip to Wel lman Lake  



LESSON #7  

I Love 
fishing 

45 more 
days till 
fishing!! 

A fishing trip 
at Whitefish 

Lake would be 
Sooo much 

fun!! 

Can’t 
wait to 

go 
fishing  



LESSON #8 – WINDUP: Fish Jeopardy & Fish Tasting  



LESSON #8 – WINDUP: Fish Jeopardy & Fish Tasting  

We finished the lessons off with 
style! You can’t have a fish 

program without trying a taste 
of fish. Y Not Johnny’s was kind 
enough to donate their time in 

preparing both walleye and 
rainbow trout for students to 
eat….some for the first time.   

Fish Tasting  



Again because of allergies in some schools we had to 
improvise and take the tasty treat outside.  

THE KIDS DIDN’T SEEM TO MIND! 

LESSON #8 – WINDUP: Fish Jeopardy & Fish Tasting  

Fish Tasting  



LESSON #8 – WINDUP 

Enrichment Papers 

Teacher’s Response 



LESSON #8 – WINDUP: Fish Jeopardy & Fish Tasting  

The “Fish Girls” had to say good-bye.  
 This was sad for everyone and  
   the students showed they’re  
       appreciation and thanks in  
             obvious ways 
   



PUBLIC AWARENESS 

Monthly School News Letters 



PUBLIC AWARENESS 



PUBLIC AWARENESS 



SWAN VALLEY SPORT FISH WOULD LIKE TO SEND OUT A BIG THANK YOU TO 
EVERYONE WHO MADE THIS PROGRAM SUCH A SUCCESS: 

And most of all to the students and teachers of the grade 5&6 classes of Birch, 
Bowsman, Ecole South, Heyes, Taylor, Benito & Minitonas  school.  

This was the first year of the program and the “fish girls” would like to send 
out a special thank you to you. Your interest motivated and touched our 

hearts, because we now see you are truly stewards of the future willing to give 
fish a helping hand. 

Thanks! 


