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INTEGRATED FISHERIES ASSESSMENT - Part One 

Education and Awareness

The Integrated Fisheries Assessment – Part 1 is a collaboration of various fisheries

related projects in the Swan Valley Area conducted during the field season of 2011. This

project was primarily funded through the Manitoba Fisheries and Enhancement Fund (FEF) and

with support from project partners. The main objective of the project was to develop an

integrated proposal to encompass both new and additional phases to past and present

programs and research undertaken by SVSFE. Project activities included; fisheries and

aquatic research on Whitefish Lake, Wellman Lake, the Swan River, and stocked trout lakes

in the Duck and Porcupine mountains; walleye transfer/stocking for the surrounding area;

and education seminars/events for youth & the public.

The full report of activities within the IFA #1 report is available, but for simplicity

reasons, the report has been sectioned by location/activity to aid in sourcing material

related to fisheries within the Swan Valley area. This document contains a summary of

activities taken towards public awareness and education during 2011. Education is one of

SVSFE’s main mandates. This includes; Bowsman School Gr. 5/6 Fishing Trip, Bowsman School

Gr. 4 Presentation, Wellman Lake Education Days, Minitonas School Camp, Whitefish Lake –

Fisheries Fun Night, Yellow Fish Road, Work Experience and Volunteers, Informative

handouts/signage.



Public Education



Bowsman School – Grade 5/6



Bowsman School – Grade 5/6



Bowsman School – Grade 4



Wellman Lake 

Education Days



Minitonas School 

Camp

Local Fisheries Biologist, Ian Kitch and SVSFE summer 

student Alison Burgess joined the grade seven Minitonas

class at their outdoor camp to educate students on fisheries 

conservation, local research and a fun day of angling 



Fisheries Fun Night

Whitefish Lake:  technicians conducted a presentation on local 

fisheries research during swimming lesson week. Kids enjoyed seeing 

some of Whitefish Lake’s young of the year walleye found hanging out 

at the Main Beach.

Wellman Lake - Loat Creek



Yellow Fish Road



Work Experience



Throughout the summer SVSFE’s

technicians provided

educational opportunities for

students to get a hands on

experience on fisheries work

being conducted in the area.

Students were given the

chance to conduct or take

part in a variety of work

techniques including; trap

netting, gill netting,

seining, electro-shocking,

beaver management, surveying,

creel surveys and more. The

experience gained from these

positions caused a strong

interest in fishing and

knowledge they received will

be something they can take

with them into their future

conservation ventures.

Work Experience



Work Experience

Patrick Theissen 

was a year one Land 

& Water Management 

Student from ACC. 

He was a great 

asset to the 

project as he  

possessed 

exceptional work 

ethics and a strong 

interest in the 

research of our 

projects.  



Work Experience

Brett Wyatt was a Green Team 

student from Fisheries Branch. 

Brett was involved in many 

assessments throughout the 

summer and developed good 

teamwork skills and a strong 

interest in fisheries    



Work Experience
Eddie Shao was a summer student for the Swan Lake Watershed 

Conservation District who had the opportunity to  participate field 

work such as; creek assessments, seining and beaver management. 

These practical experiences will benefit his pursuit in 

environmental sciences.   



Work Experience

Alison Burgess was SVSFE’s summer student hired through funding with Service Canada – Canada

Summer Jobs Grant and FEF. Alison conducted Creel Surveys at Wellman Lake, and also

participated in trap netting, creek & trout assessments, walleye telemetry and much more.

These experiences provided her with organization & communication skills as well as the

confidence to carry these traits into her future careers.



Volunteers

Volunteers of all 

ages enjoy 

participating in 

various SVSFE’s 

projects 



Public Awareness: SVSFE’s Handouts



Signage

In addition to signage that has already been posted at
stocked trout lakes, Whitefish Lake and Steeprock Lake, this
sign was installed in three different locations at Wellman
Lake.



SVSFE would like to acknowledge the importance and benefits the Fisheries

Enhancement Fund brings to our recreational fishery. The stamp is always a

reminder that a portion of the license fee helps fund projects to educate the

public and to ensure that future generations will enjoy fishing as much as the

present population does!

A special thank you to the following individuals for helping to make the IFA#1

project a success! Ian Kitch, Lloyd Rowe, Bruno Bruederlin, Intermountain Sport

Fishing Enhancement, Don Stokotelny, Kyle Murhead, Patrick Theissan, Joel &

Marilyn Delaurier, Arch Dowsett – Blue Lakes Resort, Manitoba Fly Fisherman’s

Association, A.J Sutherland, SVSFE Directors, University College of the North,

Eddie Chow, Parks Staff and to the individuals we may have missed.



Project Partners

• Water Stewardship –

Fisheries Branch

• Swan Lake Watershed 

Conservation District

• Glad/Wellman Lake Campers & 

Cottage Owners Association

• Manitoba Fly Fisherman 

Association


