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EEbP T ON THL FIuHES OF CUILLE luds (Duch peunto

GLELEAL

Childs Lake wus visited from August 6 to 8, 1951, cump being establishec at the
Game anc Fishiries eabin on *he south sheres A highly inferior trail leads to the
lake from the Forcstry Service peripher.l road, originating at 25=2G-28 ° un¢ cncing
on the chere of Childs Luke close to the cabin, Tiie tr.il, fifteen miles long,
consists simply of two ecurth ruts winding trrough the woods, uwlth numcrous malechift
cetours around mucholes anc other obstructions, T+ vel is Cifficult ané slow,

rarticulurly in wet weather when more tiap two hours may bc recuired for the listance,

Paszsing ancther car requires careful consicerstion,

NET FISH

Gill nets were set as follows:

Four ncts were set off the east shore in the region where the south arm ~i the
lake joins the central body at £.30 p.m. August 6 in fron 4 to 5C feet of uuter,
These rete were as follows: 3 ineh, 20 resh, 50 futhoms; 3 inch, X mesh, 350 fithoms;
3 inch, 60 wesh, 50 fathoms; anc 44 inch, 50 regh, o0 Yathoms,  They wore 1iftac

after 12; hours at 9 a.m. August 7. Cuatchs 2 luke trout (Cristivomer .. navayeuch)

unc 7 burbot (Lota lota maculosa), cr a total of © fish for 50 net-hours, See

Tables I an¢ II for analysis of cateh.

SCIND FIcH

Scining operations were carried out on the rorning of August 6, using +the bout
to carry the minnow seine fifty feet out from shore. 4 suit.bic aree was eventuully
founc at the south ené of the lake and the followin: is a representative nguls

I comron sucker (Catostomus comnersonii) 1 3/16 inches long
1 central Johnny darter (Eolcosoms n. rigrun) 1lg inches long
- T P

500 perch (kerce fiavoscens) (estimated by herdful courts), 1 5/16 to 1} inches

Two of the perch examined in detail showed that they hac been feeding exclusively

on smill crust.ceans (Cladoc ra),



{THIR FISH

A shore survey on August 6 showed that the bad weather prevailing had resulted in

ihe death of a number of small fish. The following were recordeds

Perch, occasional specimens averaéing 1 inch in length,

3 brook stickleback (Bucalia inconsténs) 1% to 1% inches long

1 pike (Esox lucius) 2} inches long
Dip-netting resulted ir the capture of 10 spot-tail minnow fry (Notropis
mdsonius), 3/8 to % inch long, These fish, aithaugh tiny, were clearly marked, and

there is no daubt regarding their identificution,
Also found wus a dead rike eighteen inches long, and the remains of four others

of comparable size were noted on the shore,

NOT
Childs Lake is an attractive lake of the game deep green colour as West Blue

Lake. The poor road does not deter enthusiastic anglers, both local ang touring, who
catch chiefly pike, The presence of lake trout seems to have been unknown locally,

This survey indicates the lake to be fairly productive, and it ig certainly a far

better angling lake thénrthe nearby laurie Lake,

SUMMARY ON_FISH PRESENT

The following species were taken in gill nets: lake trout, burbot.
The following species were taken by seining or shore collecting: common sucker,

centrul Johnny darter, brook stickleback, spot=tail minnow, pike (fairly numerous),

and p:rch (very plentiful),

"R. K. Stewart-Hay®"

Rn K. Stewart"fiay’
Department of Zoology,
University of Manitoba,



TABLE 1 - FISH NETTED IN CHILDS LAKF (Duck Mountains)

E-1 Lake Trout (Cristivemer B. pamaycush), male, with very large testes
approaching
ripenese, Spinal length 235 inches; fork length 23% inches;
overall length 28 inches, Weight 8 1bs, 3 oz, Aze 9 years,
General condition excellent, with a fair amount of fat,
STOMACE CONTENTS: 2 perch (Fresh), 12 inches long,
INTESTIRAL CONTENTS: XNi1
PARASITES: 1 larval tapeworm (Trisenovhorue tricuspidatus)

encysted in musenlature very close to tail, Mo alimentary

rarasites, no gi11 parasites,

CH.2 Lake Trout (Cristivomer 2. pamayoush), male, with very large testes
approaching ripeness, Spinal length 23 inches; fork length

25 inches; overall length 27 1/8 inches, Welght 8 1bvs, 12 oz,
Age 9 years, General condition excellent, with rlenty of fat,
STOMACE AND INTESTINAL CONTERTS: mi1

PABASITES: 5 small immature and young tepevorms (;aoghriocgmg;gg
Suspldatus) in pylorie region of intestine, One larval tapevorm

(Dimllop_gthr;g ®P., but not latum) encysted in hypaxonie

musculature Just external to rosterior ribs, One worm cyst,
caseated and unrecognizable, just under gkin below lateral

line at pectoral arch, Fo gil} paragites,

The age of these fish vas confirmed by the Central Figheries Research Station,

Winnipeg,



TABLE 11 - FISH NETTED IN CHILDS LAXE (Duck Mountains)

(Cont'd)
BURBOT (lLots lote maeculoss)
Ref. | Length Veight Condition Stomach Intestinal Paragites
Ro. | inches Lbe.o2 Contents Contents
CH-3 18 1-13 Good Gammarus,? full] Gsmmarus, Nl
full
CH-4 15% 1-7 " Few Gammarus Nil Nil
CE-5 19 3/8{2 -0 " Crammed with Digested Wil
Gammaruas material,
4 full
[CE-6 174 1.1k " Crammed with Gammarus, Nil
Gammarus 2 full
CE-7 19 2 .2 " Few Gammarus Digested Nil
‘ material
full
CE-.8 17 7/8]2 -2 LI Crammed with Crammed with| Wil
Gammarus Gemmarus
CB-9 20 5/8{ 2 - 5% " Crammed vith Crammed with| Wil
Gammarue Gammarus

Lengths given are epinal lengths,




